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Chapter Three:
Our Economic Puzzledom

tween the United States and the Soviet Union. His book is about trying
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that time was the cold war between the Soviet Union and the United States.
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warned us: “Those who surrender liberty for secu-
rity deserve neither liberty nor security.”

So while the urgent issues might not be between
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we see it. Nature tells us.
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So beauty is not anything we want and inspiration cannot be called up on
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and displeasure in that which threatens it. Society cannot legislate otherwise.
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needed to construct durable fences and carry serviceable side arms in order
to survive.

We did not set out to pursue capitalism; it just happened.
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the Soviet Union and the United States are not accurately captured by using



the capitalist-communist labels. It is not basically an economic thing. He
elaborates:
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Yet each system has advantages. Central control constrains liberties but co-
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mon order. It is now every man for himself.
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test. | call it fraud.

So capitalism is not inherently good. It is contingent on the character of the
capitalists. This is always the case. No system insures itself. That job always
defaults to character. With the right character any system probably will work.
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capitalism in the United States does not look all that great when the head

of Merrill Lynch can lose $8 billion and get paid $160 million to walk way:. |
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talism; it is corruption.
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either. Capitalism is more creative. Communism can produce basic goods
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nor does autocracy preclude it. Hocking states the crucial issue succinctly:
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He feels that anyone who fails to see that liberty at times actually calls for
regimentation has the slightest chance of understanding either the nature of
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So we have a dynamic rather than a static concept. The spirit of the law is
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tion; and therefore open to self-interest by whoever carries the authority
to interpret it. We can never trust that form will guarantee substance. No
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have for lunch. Demaocracy is not synonymous with liberty. It all too easily
becomes a tyranny of the majority. People have known that throughout his-
tory. Democracy has not typically been accorded the status we give it today.

We have a national character problem today. I think it relates to losing our
place in the universe. We used to believe in something bigger than ourselves.
We had a god and god had a purpose. Now that we are in a bull market for
science we have come to “know” there is only cause in the universe. There
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out there. So live for today be-
cause tomorrow we die,
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eludes us. If inner peace has something to do with purpose and connection
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Liberty.

We are stuck with a dynamic rather than a static concept. Liberty is not a stat-
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Perhaps in the United States we view liberty such that government’s role is
to serve the people rather then visa versa as it might appear to be in com-
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liberty disappears.
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perceives itself in the world determines its balance between regimentation
and innovation.
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is an end to our liberty. It now becomes one of those special situations where
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power away from the people and give it to the government. Do you think the
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are giving it away.

Liberty is not a static thing. It is not freedom to do whatever one wants. Itis a
balance between collective actions necessary for survival and individual ac-
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